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Abstract
Throughout this paper I describe where I will be completing my service learning project.  I discuss in detail the volunteer role that I will play.  I also describe my planned volunteer activities, along with how these activities will help me to achieve the RN-BSN Program objectives.  Lastly, I discuss how I plan to evaluate my learning, and the effects of my activities on the community I will serve.  

































Service Learning Project
Service learning places an emphasis on learning through volunteering.   Service learning can play an integral role in professional education, especially nursing.  “Students realized that their nursing interventions do make a difference.  Students also report better understanding the relationship between health promotion theory and practice, as well as the civic responsibility of the nursing profession” (Reising, 2006).  Service learning can take on many forms, but ultimately can promote personal and professional growth if planned out thoughtfully.  Throughout this paper I will describe in detail my plan for my service learning project.  
Agency Description

	I will be completing my service learning project at the Fisher House.  The Fisher House is similar to the Ronald McDonald house, except it serves the military community.  Their mission statement is, “To provide our service members and their families a comfortable, nurturing, and secure environment while they receive medical care at Madigan Army Medical Center” (Fisher House Foundation, n.d.).  
	The Fisher House is able to accommodate seven families at a time.  Meals and toiletries are provided.  The Fisher House is funded by the Fisher House Foundation, and families are not charged to stay there.  It depends heavily on donations and volunteers (Fisher House Foundation, n.d.).
Volunteer Role Description
	I will be considered a “general volunteer” at the Fisher House.  I will sign up for days and times that are convenient for me.  When I come in they will assign me whatever tasks need to be completed at that time.  Some of the things I may be assigned to do include decorating for the holidays, cooking and serving meals, or working at a community outreach event (M. Winn, personal communication, September 12, 2013).  The individuals that the Fisher House serves come from all across the country and some have incredible stories to tell.  I may also have the opportunity to interview these people and write an article about them for the Fisher House website. (M. Winn, personal communication, November 13, 2013).
Achievement of Program Objectives
	The BSN Program Objective that I feel my service learning project will most help me achieve is professionalism.  “Demonstrate a level of professionalism that is congruent with the inherent values, ethics, and behaviors of the discipline of nursing” (Ferris State University, 2011).  Caring is one of the pillars that nursing has been built upon.  I feel that through my service hours I will be able to show compassion and empathy to the families staying in the house.  I think that this demonstrates perfectly the inherent values of nursing.  I also feel that my service learning project will help me to grow professionally through both the planning process, as well as through the actual services that I will provide.
Description of Volunteer Activities
	I am unsure as to exactly what activities I will be involved in during my volunteer time.  I will be filling the needs of the Fisher House at the time that I am there.  I was given some examples of the types of volunteer activities that are commonly assigned.  These include cooking and serving meals, as well as educating the community about the Fisher House.  Due to the time of year that I am volunteering, decorating for the holidays is a common task.  I am also really excited about potentially getting to interview and write articles about some of the families that are staying at the Fisher House.  I think that getting to spend that time with the families could really provide an excellent learning opportunity.  
I think that my learning will occur through my interactions with the families staying at the Fisher House.  As a nurse, I have worked with families in the hospital or nursing home setting.  I am hoping that through my volunteer hours, I will learn how to better help the families of my future patients.  Being in the position of volunteer versus nurse will give me much more time to spend with the families.  I think that my service will benefit the community because I will have the time to show compassion and empathy to families that are likely in a very difficult time in their lives.  I look forward to learning how to better encourage and support the families of my future patients.
Evaluation Plan
	I plan to evaluate my learning through the relationships that I develop, as well as the interactions I have with the families at the Fisher House.  My goal in creating this project is to develop a better understanding of the needs of my future patients and their families.  I think that the most appropriate way to evaluate this is through the relationships that I cultivate during my time of service.  
	Another way that I will evaluate my learning is through a journal of my activities volunteering.  This will be a way for me to look back and see all the things that I have learned.  
	I will evaluate the effects of my activities on the community by asking for feedback from the volunteer supervisor of the Fisher House.  I plan to frequently stay in touch with her to be sure that I am providing my best possible service to the organization.  
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